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A Client-Ready LinkedIn Profile
For most clients, research about a 
professional begins (and sometimes ends) at 
LinkedIn. Take 30 minutes and review these 
10 sections of your profile, then take control 
of your online message today.

1–Professional Looking Headshot
People do business with people...and 
people have faces, so include a picture that 
is closely cropped to your face. And 
remember, no selfies and no vacation 
photos; use your firm headshot if possible.

2–Compelling Tag Line
Potential clients want to what you can do 
for them, not what your title is. This is the 
place to tell them. Don’t make claims (ethics 
warning) but make a compelling statement.

3–Background Picture
LinkedIn allows you to draw attention and 
dress up your profile. Download an 
attractive free  background picture here.

4–Contact Information
You can (and should) change your default 
URL to something that looks good on a 
business card. You can also add links to up 
to three websites. You should definitely link 
your firm website; you can also link to your 
twitter feed, your blog, etc. Make sure your 
profile is public so Google can find you!

5–Summary
This is where you position yourself for the 
kind of law you want to practice. Use the 
keywords your clients use, write in first 
person, and include the information you 
would use at a networking event. Be careful 
not to make claims (ethics warning).

6–Experience
This isn’t a CV, use the text to specifically 
show how you helped clients.

Additional Optional Sections
7–Skills: Allows you to list specialties. Avoid 
this section unless your bar association says 
it doesn’t violate ethics rules.
8–Projects: Allows you to link to projects. Is 
there a cause you are passionate about?
9–Publications: Allows you to link to books 
and articles you have written.
10–Recommendations: Allows you to give 
and receive recommendations. Giving them is 
fine, but don’t accept them (ethics warning).

Additional Sections
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What A Foundational LinkedIn Profile Can Look Like
For more information, go to http://kwinpeterson.com/?p=291
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